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0,5 mgingredient2 '
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New label design to
improve patient safety

Medication errors are the most commonly reported
treatment errors in the hospital sector. To address

this major issue, The Association of Hospital Phar-

macies in Denmark and their purchasing company,

Amgros, have launched a new label design. The

design programme aims to give health professionals

new tools to avoid confusion related either to the
name of the medicine or the packaging design.

Nothing can replace reading the label thoroughly.
But the new design has built-in systems and ‘stop-
effects’ helping users to differentiate between
products and giving special attention to particularly
dangerous products.

/May 2008

Danish design agency e-Types has developed

the new design programme on the basis of a
competition launched by TrygFonden, the Danish
Patient Safety Association and SAD/Amgros.
Following the competition, the design has been
fine-tuned and adjusted in collaboration with
Amgros on the basis of user tests and international
best practice.

For more information, please contact:
e-Types / www.e-Types.com /T +4533 254500 or
Amgros I/S / www.amgros.dk /T +45 35298370

"*AMGROS

New label design:
Medilabel Safety System®
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We know you are very busy. Three points to remember about the new label design.

Dangerous Drugs

Particularly dangerous drugs have a yellow
label. The yellow background is a warning and a
reminder to the user to take extra care: Read the
label one more time.

Dilution

Products that have to be diluted are
marked with a diagonally-striped band
of colour and text “dilute before use”.
When a product is available only in
one strength, the label is marked with
a diagonally-striped band of colour at
the top edge.

Strength

Medicinal products that are available
in several strengths are marked with a
band of colour at the bottom edge. The
colour spectrum goes from blue to red,
where blue is the weakest concentra-
tion and red the strongest. Medical
products available in one strength only
have no band of colour at the bottom
edge.
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